
 

 

Bookstagram Independent 

Reading Project 
50 Points 

 

Due Dates: 

October 24th 

January ________________ 

March _________________ 

 

This project is for the YOUR CHOICE independent 

reading option. You will be required to make one of these 

for quarter 1, 2, and 3.  

 

The assignment: After reading their YOUR CHOICE 

independent reading book, students will be asked to make 

a Book Subscription Box modeling the “Once Upon A Book Club” Format (see below). Students will pretend 

they are a Book Subscription service which sends books and gifts to its subscribers. Using a shoe or shipping 

box, students will pick important symbols or gifts which coincide with page numbers and major 

events/characters within the novel. Each gift will coincide with specific page numbers within the book. 

 

How Book Subscription Boxes Work 

There are a ton of monthly subscription services which mail their subscribers different items based on their 

interests such as Birchbox (make-up), Barkbox (dog treats/toys), Lootcrate (geeky items), and Blue Apron 

(cooking).  

 

So it shouldn’t be a surprise that there are many different book-based subscription boxes out there. These 

different services send you a book (usually a new release) along with bookish items that coincide with the 

book or the book’s theme. There are many such as OwlCrate, The Book(ish) Box, and BookRiot Quarterly. 

 

However, the one that we will model our project on is a 

relatively new book box called “Once Upon a Book 

Club.” This book box sends its readers wrapped gifts 

that actually coincide with the book (as opposed to just 

having a theme for the gifts). The reader then reads the 

book and opens the gifts once they get to specific 

locations within the book which are sticky noted within 

the book (so cool, right?). It also comes with discussion 

questions which are then discussed online by the 

subscribers.  

 



 

 

This type of subscription box really immerses the reader in the story, and gives the subscriber an entirely 

different experience.  

 

Your Requirements 

 A Box with your company’s logo and tagline on it (you can change this from quarter to quarter or use 

the same box as long as it is still neat) 

 At least 5 physical gifts which coincide with themes, characters, and/or symbols within the novel you 

read. 

 The physical book with page numbers sticky-noted. On sticky notes, briefly explain the importance of 

the symbol.  

 10 Discussion questions on a card (index card, cardstock, etc.) 

 A bookstagram style photograph of your box (called an “unboxing” photo) shared in our class 

GoogleDrive folder “Bookstagram Photos” (please title the photo file: Quarter Number.Your 

Name.Book Name1.AmeliaPond.TheKiteRunner) 

 

Stipulations: 

 From quarter to quarter, you CANNOT use anyone else’s items (I will have documented proof from 

the photos) 

 From quarter to quarter, you CANNOT reuse items from your previous boxes. 

 From quarter to quarter, you CANNOT use anyone else’s books from previous months.   

 Do not PLAGIARIZE discussion questions. Think of your own. 

 

Ideas for Gifts: 

 Small symbolic items (a toy apple, a green light) 

 Hand-made items (a small paper kite, a pin, a star made from clay) 

 Small figurines (a lego character, a Funko Pop! figurine, an action figure) 

 Quote Prints: important quotes stylized artistically by you (limit 1 per box) 

 An Art Print: an original picture which coincides with your book (limit 1 per box) 

 Non-perishable food items (nothing that can mold or spoil) 

 Clothing Items (themed socks, t-shirt, etc.) 

 Jewelry (a ring, a necklace) 

 Be creative and have fun with it! 

 

Book Selection: 

 Must be approved by Mrs. Hirzel and Guardian using a “Book Proposal Form” 

 Should be age appropriate (not Shel Silverstein or Dr. Seuss) 

 Should be something you haven’t read before. 

 Should be something you actually want to read (see Mrs. Hirzel for suggestions) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grading Rubric: 50 Points 

 

Item Requirements Grade 

Complete & Neat Includes box, company logo, and company tagline. Overall 
look is professional, not rushed. 

/5 

Creativity Items are thoughtfully chosen, box is decorated artfully (not 
rushed), time and effort is apparent. May include something 
“above and beyond” the assignment. 

/5 

Gifts Includes 5 physical gifts which have relevance to the book 
selected. 

/10 

Sticky notes Page numbers are sticky noted within the physical book. /5 
Sticky note 
Explanation 

Sticky notes have thoughtful explanation of the importance of 
that item to the story. 

/10 

Discussion 
Questions 

Includes 10 thoughtful and relevant discussion questions. 
Should be open-ended, Level 2 & 3 questions. 

/10 

Photograph Photograph is thought-out, clear, and all items from the box 
are clearly visible within the shot. 

/5 

Total  /50 
 

 

Optional:  

Post the photo of your project on social media (whatever platform(s) you choose). The one that receives the 

most likes within a week’s period (a week after the due date) will receive a special prize from Mrs. Hirzel.  

You must screen capture your likes and email them to Mrs. Hirzel on that date. If you’re on multiple platforms 

I’ll add up the different likes. For example, 50 on Instagram, 100 on Twitter, and 50 on Facebook = 200 likes 

total. Make sure to mark using #APLitBox. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


